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Foothills Education Charter High School
Implementation Grant Update

February Grant News

Staff, Friends, and Supporters of Foothills Education Charter High School:

Greetings, all. As a result of weather-driven schedule changes, our Implementation
Grant team met twice in February, on the 1st and 15th, which turned out to be
somewhat of a blessing as it allowed for concentrated study and work this month.

With Grant Coordinator Dr. Mark Tavernier and Data Team Coordinator
Tim Jarboe guiding the work and coordinating the efforts of the data and
curriculum groups, team members reviewed, studied, and discussed the following
key areas related to Foothills students' academic achievement and growth:

Review of considerations from the previous data team manager session in
January:

1. Foothills teachers should be using technology and "scaffolding" of
knowledge/skills to measure student progress.

2. Foothills students need to be prepared to write a set of paired
passages, a narrative response, and an essay.

3. Foothills teachers need to be aware of which Milestones/EOC (End of
Course Test) areas should be given priority in instruction and
assessment.

Milestones/EOC domains - groups of related content standards within a
grade level or content area.
The number of domains on EOC assessments varies by grade level and
content area: ELA, 4 (1 in writing, 3 in reading); Social Studies, 5; Physical
Science,4; Biology, 5; Analytic Geometry, 5; all other math, 4.
Domain mastery for math, science, and social studies: three levels -
Remediate (students at this level have less than a 40% chance of passing
with a score of proficient or higher), Monitor (40-89% chance of passing);
and Accelerate (90% or higher chance of passing).
Domain mastery in Writing (ELA) is based on a) narrative writing response (4
points), and extended writing task (7 points).
Regarding ELA and all other content areas, the data reveal that writing skill is
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the most significant factor in determining student success on the Milestones
in all content areas - this is a major challenge for Foothills students.
Foothills curriculum and assessment needs to be considered in terms of
domain weight. Our key question: How do we modify, add, delete curriculum
and test items to better support student learning and to align better with EOC
test items?
The CCRPI (College and Career Ready Performance Index), used to
measure all Georgia schools, and tied directly to EOC scores, is being
redesigned in response to the new ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act). It is
helpful for Foothills teachers to understand some of the key changes.

1. CCRPI scores are comprised of Content Mastery, Progress, Closing
Gaps, Readiness, and Graduation Rate. Of these, Content Mastery,
Progress, and Closing Gaps are the most relevant and applicable for
Foothills.

2. Subgroup progress is key once again, and the minimum N size for
any group to be counted is 15.

3. Content Mastery in any area is based on the number of students
achieving at the Beginning, Developing, Proficient, and Distinguished
levels

4. Progress is based on SGP's (Student Growth Percentiles).
5. Closing Gaps measures the extent to which all students and

subgroups meet improvement targets.
SEMs (Standard Error of Measure) provide a way of identifying Foothills
"cusp" students, those who are within one standard measure of moving up
to the next Content Mastery level.

Based on the review and discussion of the items listed above, these are key
actions taken or planned by our team:

All Foothills EOC administrations 2016 and 2017 were combined for the
purpose of review and analysis by the data and curriculum groups.
Data team members worked in groups of two, to do domain analyses in all
content areas and identify areas of challenge and strength. For math,
science, and social studies, data team members reviewed the percentage
of Remediate and Monitor Learning students.
Curriculum team members worked in content areas to review course content
and pacing, and to suggest needed changes. Dorann Mansberger
explained, "We are culling through the courses to streamline them and make
them more advantageous for students to master the standards and the
Milestones."
Data and curriculum team members joined together to review domain area
charts and course content comments, and began to develop a list of



greatest challenges, strengths, and concerns. For specific courses, they
looked at and responded to a comprehensive chart showing domains,
standards assessed, approximate percent of EOC test, approximate
number of EOC test points, domain weight, and prerequisite skills.
Data and curriculum team members discussed the concept of SEMs
(Standard Error of Measurement) looked at charts identifying specific
students (across all Foothills EOC administrations) who were within one
standard measure of moving to the next achievement level. They also
considered how this tool could be useful for looking at current students who
might benefit from additional, focused attention and test preparation.
Regarding instructional coaching, Mary Ann Hale and Rachel Parr have
begun surveying and communicating with teachers to determine how best to
support their efforts. More on this next month.
Next month, we will clarify the accountability requirements on the State
Charter School Commission’s Comprehensive Performance Framework.
Finally, following up on suggestions from Foothills teachers,

1. A writing teacher is being hired for every site.
2. Pre-Algebra is now required for all Foothills students who have not

already taken and passed Algebra.
3. A virtual lab module is being purchased for Biology classes.

The excellent work continues - more to come next month at the Foothills Quarterly
Meeting on March 22nd.

Regards,
Dr. Ken Sherman
Foothills Implementation Grant Communicator
ken.sherman@foothillscharter.org 
706-224-2526
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Your copy should address 3 key questions: Who am
I writing for? (Audience) Why should they care?
(Benefit) What do I want them to do here? (Call-to-
Action)

Create a great offer by adding words like "free"
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"personalized" "complimentary" or "customized." A
sense of urgency often helps readers take an action,
so think about inserting phrases like "for a limited
time only" or "only 7 remaining!"


